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In this issue
Citing their lack of division hous-
ing as a symptom of gender inequality, 
Kenyon’s four sororities have submitted 
a proposal to shift the classification of 
their housing in Acland Apartments from 
themed to permanent division housing ef-
fective spring  2010, 
according to Theta 
Delta Phi President 
Alice Stevens ’10, 
who wrote the pro-
posal. The proposal 
is the result of two 
years of planning 
by the sororities and administrators and is 
currently being reviewed by the Housing 
and Dining Committee. Over the next 
few months, it will make its way through 
Greek Council and Campus Senate, 
the body that oversees Greek organiza-
tions and has the final say, according to 
Stevens. 
With support from many sides, the 
sororities themselves are spearheading 
the initiative. “Greek Council is doing 
very little to help sororities get division 
housing,” Stevens said. “The sororities 
have been working together to get this 
By Irene WIlBurn
Lead Copy Editor
Sororities Campaign 
for Division Housing
accomplished.” 
Greek Council President Dal Bur-
ton ’10 said, “Greek Council fully shares 
and supports the sororities’ goal of at-
taining division housing [and] … will 
be working closely with reslife and the 
Student Affairs Office” on the issue. 
Associate Dean of Students Tacci Smith 
expressed the administration’s support for 
the proposal.
The sorori-
ties hope to receive 
a verdict by April 
2010, when division 
rooms are assigned, 
according to Ste-
vens. “If everything 
goes according to schedule, the sororities 
would have their division spaces before the 
lottery,” Burton said.
In the proposal, the epsilon Delta 
Mu, nu Iota Alpha, Theta Delta Phi and 
Zeta Alpha Pi sororities argue that refusing 
the sororities division housing constitutes 
an act of gender bias. Burton said: “There 
are a myriad of reasons why sororities 
should have division housing. Chief 
amongst these, however, is that current 
division housing system is blatantly sexist 
in that only fraternities enjoy reserved divi-
page 4election Preview
“[The] current division 
housing system is bla-
tantly sexist.”
- Dal Burton
page 10Afroman at Kenyon
Trustees Approve new Housing Construction
The proposed design for new North Campus housing. Courtesy of Mark kohlMaN
By MArA POTTerSMITH
Managing Editor
At the Board of Trustees meeting 
held Saturday, Oct. 24, the Board ap-
proved the College’s plans to construct 
of 20 residential townhouses on north 
Campus. The plans include the designs, 
which are schematics of the floor plans 
and the exterior appearances of the 
buildings, and the contract with Gund 
Partnership to do the construction docu-
mentation, according to Chief Business 
Officer Mark Kohlman. The meeting 
“authorized the College to work with 
the architect to go into final design, final 
construction drawing,” Trustee Caroline 
Brody P ’10, P ’11 said. 
“The design we have now is respond-
ing very directly to a lot of input we got 
from students about the housing,” Presi-
dent S. Georgia nugent said. “There were 
surveys, there were focus groups, there 
were ways to comment on it and what 
came out of it was this design.”
Brody said the Board’s goal was to 
provide tran-
sitional hous-
ing for juniors 
and seniors in 
particular. “As 
ever ybody 
recognizes, 
I’m sure stu-
dents most of all … housing is really a 
crippled need on the campus,” she said. 
“It just became a question of ... where 
on campus could that best be accom-
modated.”
According to Kohlman, the College 
aims to begin construction by the sum-
mer of 2010. “We know that it’ll be May 
before all of the construction documents 
are completed,” he said. “And we’ll know 
before May what we’ll be authorized to 
start doing.”
Because each townhouse can be 
constructed individually, the project is 
more feasible than building a single large 
residence hall, according to nugent, 
because building can progress incremen-
tally as funds come in. “I’ll be putting 
together a plan saying … this is the amount 
of money we have, we can build X, y, Z,” 
Kohlman said. “That’s one of the joys of 
this project.”
According to Kohlman, two types 
of townhouse are included in the plans. 
unit A will have three stories and three 
apartments, and each will cost $1 million 
to build. unit B will have three stories and 
one eight-person apartment with handi-
capped-accessible rooms on the first floor. 
each unit B house will cost $700,000 to 
build. “We think that is very accessible,” 
nugent said. “A number of donors have 
indicated that they are interested in this.”
The unit A houses will all be the 
same, but there will be two types of unit 
B houses, Kohlman said. In the B1 houses, 
the first floor will have two singles that 
will be fully handicapped accessible. The 
other option, the B2, 
will have a double on the 
first floor. All five unit B 
houses will be equipped 
with full kitchens and 
laundry rooms, with 
doubles on the second 
floor and two singles 
sharing a bathroom on the first floor, ac-
cording to Kohlman. “People will want 
these singles and the singles in the back 
apartment of the unit As,” he said.
“They’re very handsome units,” 
Brody said. “I think it’s really an exciting 
piece of news, and the Board thought 
so too.”
Although the long-term plan in-
cludes the demolition of both the Bexley 
Apartments and the new Apartments, 
“the intention is to ultimately have the 
same number of beds,” nugent said. “The 
intention is not increase the number of 
students. Then we should be able to start 
renovating the older housing and improve 
the occupancy there.”
Initially, according to nugent, the 
Master Plan envisioned townhouses for 
students in the Village in the long-term, 
but “neither students nor villagers were 
very happy with that idea,” she said. “Stu-
dents really made it clear that they had a 
greater preference for north housing.”
Peirce Thefts raise Financial Concerns 
abandoned Peirce dishes. MiliCa Petrovi C
see sororities, page 2
The theft of dishes from Peirce 
Dining Hall has become “a big epi-
demic” for which AVI does not yet have 
a solution, according to AVI resident 
Director Damon remillard. During 
last spring’s semester alone, $13,897.63 
worth of dishes and cups were taken 
from Peirce, said remillard. 
“Glasses are probably the worst 
thing,” AVI Dining Hall Manager 
Carol Kelley-Boyd said. According to 
Boyd, AVI lost nearly 5,000 cups last 
spring and they continue to “disappear 
By MArIKA GArlAnD
Staff Writer
as quickly as we put them out. … We 
don’t have enough to get through a 
meal.” 
This shortage of cups is not only 
frustrating for students, but also upset-
ting for AVI employees, Boyd said. 
“They want to do a good job, and they 
want our students to be happy and our 
guests to be glad they’re here. When 
they can’t provide something as basic 
as cups, it’s very frustrating for them in 
the dish room because they can only 
wash what they get back.” 
According to Manager of Busi-
ness Services Fred linger, the level 
of theft at Peirce is a relatively new 
problem. “It was always the policy, in 
the two decades I’ve been here, that 
you don’t leave the dining hall with 
food,” he said. “The notion of walking 
out with food, let alone dishes, is a new 
phenomenon.”
remillard said he believes the 
number of exits in Peirce is partially 
responsible for the level of the theft. 
Similarly, Boyd said that the open-
ness of Peirce is a contributing factor. 
“Kenyon’s very fortunate to have a 
dining service system that’s so open to 
the community,” she said. “It isn’t one 
of those where you have a door where 
see dishes, page 2
“[H]ousing is really a 
crippled need on the 
campus.”
- Caroline Brody
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Oct. 12-25, 2009
Oct. 1, :0 p.m. — Medical call: Peirce Hall employee injured. 
Squad was contacted and transported employee to Knox County 
Hospital. 
Oct. 1, :0 a.m. — Fire/arson in Mather Residence Hall.
Oct. 14, 1: a.m. — Medical call: injury on South Lot.  Ill student 
taken to Fire House.  Squad transported student to Knox County 
Hospital.
Oct. 15, :10 p.m — Campus Safety placed parking boot on student 
vehicle.
Oct. 16, 6:00 p.m. — Medical call: injured student.  No transport.
Oct. 17, :56 a.m. — Medical call: illness in McBride Residence Hall.  
Student not transported.
Oct. 17, 1:54 a.m. — Medical call: illness in Bexley Hall. Squad was 
called and transported student to Knox County Hospital.
Oct. 18, 1:08 a.m. — Drug/paraphernalia between McBride 
Residence and Weaver Cottage. 
Oct. 18, :4 a.m. — Alcohol violation off campus at Gambier Grill. 
Deputy Sheriff cited student for underage consumption.
Oct. 18, 7:11 a.m. — Unauthorized person on College property, 
hunting illegally. Advised to leave property.
Oct. 1, 10:40 a.m. — Medical call: illness at Bailey House.  Squad 
was called and transported student to Knox County Hospital.
Oct. , :9 a.m. — Medical call: injured student in Manning 
residence hall.  Squad called and transported student to Knox County 
Hospital.
Oct. 4 1:19 a.m. — Medical call: injury in Hanna residence hall. 
Squad was called and transported student to Knox County Hospital.
Oct. 4, 1:40 a.m. — Intoxicated student in Manning Residence Hall. 
Squad was called and student transported to Knox County Hospital.
Oct. 5, 1:1 a.m. — Intoxicated student in Norton Residence Hall. 
Squad was called and student transported to Knox County Hospital.
Oct. 5, 1:1 a.m. —Intoxicated student in Norton Residence hall. 
No transport.
Village Record
when you leave an alarm goes off. … 
We have to honor that system by do-
ing the right thing.”  
Boyd also said she does not 
believe that students are intentionally 
stealing items from Peirce. “I think 
people just take them out and don’t 
think about it. … They just get busy 
and forget to leave it or bring it back,” 
she said.
Students taking dishes out of 
Peirce would not be a problem if they 
brought them back, Remillard said. 
“In a perfect world, a dish would go 
and a dish would come back, but it’s 
nowhere near perfect.” 
According to Linger, in order to 
replace the dishes that have already 
been taken, the College has had to 
spend “money that came from the 
Ernst auction when we auctioned off 
equipment. We had some money to 
put toward Peirce, which we would 
have rather put toward other things.” 
Something has to be done “be-
cause we’re coming to the point 
where we’re losing tons of money,” 
Remillard said.
Chair of the Housing and Din-
ing Committee Laura Kirschenbaum 
’11 has been working with her com-
mittee to find a solution to the theft 
problem. Her committee has looked 
into possibly fining students who 
have stolen dishes and cups during 
routine room checks by Community 
Advisors, according to Kirschenbaum. 
At the moment, however, she said: 
“There’s no proposal for fines. It was 
just an idea. … Everything’s been 
tabled until I talk to the CAs.” 
Kirschenbaum also said that 
even if her committee were to create a 
proposal for fines, it would take more 
than a month for fines to take effect. 
“If we do want [fines] to happen,” she 
said, “we need a policy change in the 
handbook that states that you may 
not take dishes and cups from Peirce 
at all. … That would have to be passed 
through so many different places, so 
that’s going to take a while if we want 
to get that done in terms of logistics.” 
Kirschenbaum also said that she 
hopes fines will not be necessary, how-
ever. “I don’t really want fines at all,” she 
said. “I just want people to stop taking 
stuff.” 
Chief Business Officer Mark Kohl-
man said he does not think fines would 
be effective. “It is not a CA responsibil-
ity,” he said, “and they only do inspec-
tions once or twice a semester. They’re 
not going to really identify people who 
are taking stuff out of the hall. The 
solution is to stop taking dishes, assume 
some responsibility.” 
Kirschenbaum said fines would be 
a deterrent to theft. “I’m hoping people 
would say, ‘Oh, I don’t want this in my 
room just in case I forget to put it away, 
so I’m not going to steal it,’” she said. But, 
Kirschenbaum said, “As a former CA, I 
can tell you we would never go through 
someone’s stuff. CAs are not allowed to 
do that. All we can do is look around.”
Kohlman said that another pos-
sibility would be to divide the cost of 
replacing stolen dishes among the entire 
student body and charge everyone an 
equal fee. However, he also said, “I really 
would like to try other things before we 
get to that.”
“[Fines] aren’t an imminent threat,” 
Linger said. “The more imminent threat 
is that you’re going to come in for lunch 
and there’s going to be cups for half the 
people.”
Furthermore, Remillard said he 
was worried about the effect of fining the 
entire student. “Then it would be like, 
‘Well, I’m entitled to these plates,’” he 
said. “That’s what I fear, students think-
ing, ‘I’m going to take one out every time 
because I’m paying for them.’”
The Housing and Dining Commit-
tee has looked into possibly purchasing 
paper plates as well, Kirschenbaum said. 
“I’m only human,” she said. “I’ve taken 
things before, but I always bring it back. 
If I’m taking a plate out of Peirce, it’s 
because they have no to-go containers. 
… My personal opinion is that if we had 
paper plates, we’d see a drastic change.”
Kohlman, however, said he did not 
believe that paper plates were necessar-
ily the answer. “There’s already paper 
sion space, while sororities are forced to 
go through alternate processes every year 
to attain … housing.”
Smith said the administration 
feels that granting the sororities’ request 
“would help with gender equity.” She also 
noted that in many areas of conduct, the 
sororities surpassed some of the fraterni-
ties. “They are above and beyond in grade 
point average, in community service, in 
involvement on campus, compared to 
several of our men’s chapters,” she said. 
According to Burton, “Several 
fraternities in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries personally financed the 
construction of Leonard and Hanna 
[Residence Halls], allowing them certain 
housing privileges not available to other 
organizations,” and all fraternities already 
had permanent division spaces by the 
time sororities arrived at Kenyon. 
“When the first sororities came 
Dishes: Peirce Thefts May Lead to Student Fines
cups, but people take cups,” he said. 
“You’re not even supposed to take the 
food out.”
Boyd said she worries about the 
health of students who take food out of 
Peirce. “If food is taken out of the dining 
hall in to-go containers,” she said, “we 
have no idea if that student is properly 
refrigerating it or heating it back up 
properly. If that student then becomes 
sick, it’s a liability for us.” 
Remillard said he is concerned 
about the cost of to-go containers or 
paper plates. “I’m not budgeted to meet 
those demands,” he said. 
“If you want us to wrap up a 
sandwich for you, we’d be happy to do 
that,” Boyd said, “but if you want to 
come and grocery shop, that’s a whole 
different issue.”
 “Maybe it’s just the case that 
people think it’s okay [to take dishes],” 
Kohlman said, “and once we start put-
ting the word out that it’s not okay, it’ll 
slow down.”
“Kenyon students have affected 
culture here on bigger issues than this,” 
Linger said. “You’ve changed the way 
you party, you’ve changed the way you 
treat each other and respect each other. 
This is a small issue. … You can do this 
if you choose to do it.”
“I think it has to be a precedent,” 
Remillard said. “I’ll give you a great 
example. When I came here a year ago, 
I was told not to walk on the emblem 
when you walk in. Nobody walks on it. 
It’s set into practice.”
Remillard and Boyd said that they 
are seeking a solution to the theft from 
the student body and they encourage 
students to e-mail them any sugges-
tions.
Kirschenbaum said: “If people are 
e-mailing me about this, I bring it to my 
committee. … I read every e-mail. Please 
fill my inbox. I’ll read them all.”
“I think Kenyon’s based on the 
self-governing principle,” Remillard 
said. “I just hope that people step up and 
self-govern each other because that’s the 
win-win for everybody. It keeps Kenyon 
true to the roots of what Kenyon is, and 
it makes us accessible because we have 
what we need to be successful.”
From page 1
Sororities: Greek Organizations Seek Permanent Housing in Acland Apartments
[to] the College in the 1980s, the admin-
istration had them go through themed 
housing,” and over the past decade, when 
most of Kenyon’s current sororities were 
established, the College’s position did not 
change, according to Smith.  
The roundabout process sororities 
undergo to obtain housing can create 
problems for the administration because 
each group “must submit paperwork and 
biannual reports to both Greek Council 
and the Housing and Dining Committee,” 
according to the proposal, as each Greek 
organization must meet certain “retention 
requirements” to keep division space, and 
themed houses must abide by a housing 
agreement.
All of Kenyon’s seven fraternities 
have division housing. So do the Archon 
Society, a co-ed Greek society, and Peeps 
O’Kenyon, a former Greek organization 
that is “currently formulating a petition for 
readmission into Greek Council,” accord-
ing to Burton. 
According to Stevens, without per-
manent housing, sororities lack a space to 
hold meetings and host events. “Because 
sororities have neither lodges nor lounges, 
we rely on our living space to meet these 
needs,” she said.
The proposal says that sororities’ lack 
of permanent housing “not only dimin-
ishes the historic significance of sororities, 
it also affects the groups’ capacity to recruit 
new members.  Ties to a particular location 
greatly aid in the promotion of a group’s 
identity.” The proposal argues that this 
weakens alumnae legacy physically as well, 
as students are allowed to create permanent 
decorations and murals in division living 
spaces, but those decorations in themed 
houses are considered defacement of Col-
lege property and can threaten the organi-
zations’ eligibility for housing renewal. 
Any registered student organization 
is eligible for themed housing, unlike divi-
sion housing, but organizations must apply 
for themed houses annually and are not 
guaranteed their previous housing. Some 
organizations thus lose housing they previ-
ously had due to insufficient membership 
or failure to meet their housing agreement, 
Smith said. 
Currently, the EDM, Theta and 
Zeta sororities each occupy an Acland 
Apartment, but NIA does not have 
themed housing. 
Last year, NIA obtained a Wilson 
apartment through themed housing, but 
because the sorority only has two active 
members this year, ResLife could only 
offer them a Bushnell triple for themed 
housing, which they declined, accord-
ing to NIA Rush Chair Sasha Pauline 
Fanny-Holston ’11. NIA is the only Greek 
organization without separate housing, 
which Fanny-Holston said she considers 
“completely unfair. … A double or triple is 
not right for a sorority,” she said.
The proposal acknowledges that 
organizations still required to go through 
the themed housing process may consider 
the sororities’ request for division unfair 
but points out that currently division is re-
served only for Greeks, who are united by a 
general sister- or brotherhood, rather than 
“specific campus services.” Because the so-
rorities are broader in terms of mission and 
membership, they feel that their groups 
are better suited to division housing than 
themed housing. The proposal states that 
“though the sororities are currently tied 
to themed housing, we do not adequately 
represent the types of groups themed 
housing is meant to encompass.”
In the end, for the sororities and 
the administration, it is an issue of fair-
ness. “I think that to say they don’t get 
the same rights or abilities to get housing 
doesn’t make sense,” Smith said. The 
bottom line, according to the proposal, 
is that “Kenyon’s current housing model 
promotes and prolongs the inequality of 
social power on campus.”
— Additional reporting by Caleb Bissinger.
From page 1
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Oct. 25, 2009
• Greek Week will be held after the conclusion of pledging in 
spring to allow for time to “plan to perfection,” according to Greek Council 
President Dal Burton ’10. The postponement until spring will not hinder 
the rush process, as Greek Week is about “building Greek unity and co-
hesiveness” and is not only a rush tool, Burton said. The weather will be 
nicer in spring. Members of Greek organizations who would like to help 
with Greek Week can e-mail greekcouncil@kenyon.edu. Wesley Keyser ’11 
raised the possibility of two Greek Weeks next year, one each semester. 
• Assistant Director of Housing and Residential Life Bryan Shelan-
goski, Judicial Chair Will Peters ’10, Interim Director of Student Activities 
Meagan Webb and Burton are hoping to tighten the judiciary process for 
Greek organizations by revising the role of the Board of Inquiry, which was 
never meant to have full investigative powers.
• Webb, Vice President of Rush and Public Relations Phil Di-
Giacomo ’11 and Vice President of Internal Affairs Chelsea Farco ’12 are 
submitting a revision to the pledging schedule to clarify when each pledge 
event will happen, in accordance with the Greek Council Constitution. 
Setting strict dates will “streamline the process,” Webb said.
• SafeRides is set to be up and running soon. Council discussed 
options for dividing responsibility among organizations and how to ensure 
the dependability of the program. Diana Arguello ’10 will organize the 
program and suggested dividing weeks among organizations.
• Each organization must submit a rush schedule.
• The pledging schedule is as follows: Rush Week begins at 5:00 
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 22, and ends at 12:00 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 1. Potential 
pledges will fill out bid forms that day. From 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 2, 
until Thursday, Feb. 4, organizations will offer bids, which pledges will have 
the opportunity to accept on Friday, Feb. 5. Pledging begins on Sunday, 
Feb. 7, at 12:00 p.m.
• Saturday, Feb. 6, is Philander’s Phling.
• A Relay for Life captains’ meeting will be held at Common Hour 
on Tuesday, Nov. 10. 
- Irene Wilburn
Greek Council
Sororities: Greek Organizations Seek Permanent Housing in Acland Apartments
Oct. 23-25, 2009
The Kenyon College Board of Trustees met on campus over the weekend of Oct. 23-25. 
The following items were on the agenda, according to President S. Georgia Nugent:
• The Board discussed the College budget. Trustees want the College to build future financial aid into the budget. Due 
to the greater amount given this year, aid came out of contingency funds. This will involve finding ways to reallocate funds 
from other areas of the budget. 
• Trustees requested that the College try to find enough money to give salary increases to employees. There were none 
last year.
• The College endowment lost about 20 percent of its value last year. Other colleges lost between 20 percent and 30 
percent of their endowments. 
• The Development Committee reported that the fundraising campaign is on track despite the financial climate. 
• There will be discussion soon of an enhanced sustainability program. Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman will have 
an announcement on the issue within the next week or so. 
• Student Council officers reported to the Trustee Student Affairs Committee. They discussed the high number of club 
rugby injuries. Trustees asked the College to talk to other schools and see how they deal with rugby injuries. Students also 
discussed the need for storage of equipment bought with student funds. Kohlman plans to work with students on that. 
• Diversity Committee discussed the state of diversifying both faculty and staff. The Board examined a diversity report 
from several years ago and discussed the recommendations on that report. 
• Vice President for Library and Information Services Ron Griggs spoke with the Information Resources Committee 
regarding the new space on the third floor of the library that was freed up following the installment of the compact shelving 
in the basement. 
• The Board of Trustees accepted the resignation of Steve Fishman, who felt he had too many commitments to reliably 
attend meetings. He has not been replaced. 
- August Steigmeyer
Trustee Meeting
Music and Art Scholarships Offered to Talented Students in Class of 2014
New music and fine art schol-
arships of up to $12,000 each will 
be available to students beginning 
with those admitted into the Class 
of 2014. “We have many academic 
scholarships, but we felt that having 
a music or arts scholarship would 
attract music or arts students to our 
campus, so we opened it up,” Senior 
Assistant Director of Admissions 
Sonya Broeren said. 
The scholarship application will 
consist of a CD with two musical 
pieces performed by the applicant for 
the music scholarship or a CD port-
folio of images for students applying 
for the art scholarship.
“I appreciate this scholarship 
because we will have students come 
through here who are very talented 
who will major in something else, and 
this just helps those students further 
those lessons, further that talent,” Bro-
eren said. “I think it’s very important 
to the students here on campus to 
keep their music going.”
Chair of the Music Department 
Ted Buehrer, James D. & Cornelia W. 
Ireland associate professor of music 
said the scholarship came about partly 
as a result of his department’s 2007-
2008 self-study, which identified the 
need for scholarship funds to increase 
the number of students involved in 
music at Kenyon. The administration 
reviewed the study and seconded the 
desire to attract musician students to 
campus. “It was started to recognize 
By AuGuST STEIGMEyER
News Editor
the great music that students are 
already producing here on campus 
and to encourage more student who 
demonstrate exemplary musical abil-
ity to be attracted to Kenyon,” Buehrer 
said. 
Both the art and music depart-
ments will review the applications 
and identify eight to ten students to 
be considered as finalists. Candidates 
for the music scholarship will be 
invited to campus for a second round 
of auditions in February to play their 
selected pieces. Art applicants will be 
asked to bring some of their work to 
an interview, if possible, and to discuss 
their experience with the subject.
Art faculty will ask candidates 
what awards they have won, what 
shows they have performed in and 
what classes they have taken. “Fore-
most, we will be looking at the work, 
but probably it will come down to 
looking at these other things as well,” 
said Associate Professor of Art Mar-
cella Hackbardt, art department chair. 
Students will also be asked what they 
see as the future of art and what other 
artists they respond to strongly. 
Six finalists, three from each 
department, will be notified of their 
scholarship by April 1. 
“There are other scholarships for 
people who have excelled [academi-
cally], so making this talent-based 
seemed appropriate,” Hackbardt said. 
“The admissions office felt there was a 
hole and they could fill this hole with 
this kind of scholarship, and we were 
so excited.”
In order to keep their scholar-
ship, art students will have to maintain 
a 3.0 GPA with a base in art depart-
ment courses and receive faculty 
recommendation. Music scholars will 
have to maintain a 3.0 GPA, partici-
pate in one department ensemble each 
semester and continue taking lessons. 
Although a major in the subject is not 
required, it is encouraged. 
“I think it’s going to attract stu-
dents who might not otherwise look 
at Kenyon,” Buehrer said. “Here’s a 
place where they can pursue an inter-
est in biology without having to give 
up their love of music.”
Buehrer said the music depart-
ment will be looking for students 
who are talented and engaged in 
music activities, such as groups and 
competitions.
Admissions will screen all ap-
plicants first to ensure that they are 
admissible to the College based on 
Admissions standards. Each depart-
ment, however, will make the final 
scholarship choices because “they 
are the ones with the talented eyes,” 
according to Broeren. 
“As it gets harder and harder to 
get into Kenyon, we need to recognize 
all the different strengths students can 
have,” Hackbardt said. “[We are] try-
ing to find those students that we’re 
excited about that may be otherwise 
overlooked.”
Hackbardt said the best advice 
she can give to applicants is to make 
their art as meaningful as possible. 
“They shouldn’t only show a kind 
of technical expertise, so it might be 
through making their work personal 
or connecting it with culture or soci-
ety. How do you engage with those 
bigger ideas?” 
Buehrer said he hopes this music 
scholarship will make Kenyon more 
noticeable to students who might 
otherwise attend a conservatory or 
music-focused school. “We offer 
top-notch instruction not only in our 
music lessons but also in the depart-
ment ensembles and in our classes,” 
he said. “[We have] good instruction 
combined with a really happy atmo-
sphere.” 
Admissions has notified the 
guidance counselors of all the high 
schools nationwide of the new schol-
arship, according to Broeren, and has 
also sent a letter to students visitors 
who have indicated that music is an 
academic interest or extracurricular 
interest.
Six students will be selected for the scholarship. AAroN ZAremSky
The Kenyon Collegian The Kenyon CollegianThursday, October 29, 2009Thursday, October 29, 2009News News 
Kenyon College alumna Liz Forman ’73 has served on 
Village Council for 12 years and said the experience has given 
her familiarity with the issues that will be facing the Council in 
the next term, such as zoning, sidewalks and street maintenance. 
Forman said her experience as both a Kenyon student and a 
longtime resident of the Village gives her some insight into 
both situations. 
Forman worked with the Village Budget Committee and 
has served on the Library and Police and Personnel commit-
tees.
Other issues include “some very necessary and fundamental 
issues such as streets and lights and overall maintenance of the 
village, recycling, garbage pick-up,” Forman said. “Those don’t 
sound exotic, but they define how we live together as a group, 
and it’s sort of fun in a way to talk about. It’s been one of the 
nice surprises of being a Village Council person.” 
Forman said she strongly supports the library levy on the 
ballot because it “adds free access to information. That is very 
important in society right now and having a library that is 
able to offer more hours and provide more information is very 
important.” 
Forman said it is important for students to vote in this elec-
tion and be involved in these issues because “they are members of 
this community, so they should never feel disenfranchised from 
the voting. Their vote does matter; they are a villager.”
Betsy Heer, the owner of the Gambier House, a bed 
and breakfast on East Wiggin Street, has gained much 
experience from serving on the Council for five years. “I 
think I have a somewhat unique voice,” she said. “I am 
not only a Village resident, but I am one of the few local 
merchants, and I am not affiliated with the College. I 
have a constituency that I represent.” 
“I think we need to focus on long-range planning 
with various infrastructure elements like streets and utili-
ties, and we’re already beginning to address that when it 
comes to our parks in the Village,” she said. 
The library issue on the ballot is very important to 
vote on, according to Heer. “We need a public library 
and the state has been cutting funding left, right and 
center, and a public library is a very important thing 
for the community. If the state keeps cutting its fund-
ing because it’s not getting its revenue, then the library 
would close.” 
Heer said students should let their voices be heard by 
voting and attending Council. “For at least nine months 
out of the year, students are residents of the Village and 
they have to live with and abide by the laws and rules and 
regulations that we in Village Council vote on and make 
happen,” she said. “So they should be aware that their 
votes say something , that they can make change.”
Although he has never served in elected office, Noble Jones 
’97 said he has considered running for Village Council for many 
years because he “feel[s] a sense of indebtedness and service to 
Gambier as [his] home.”
Jones currently works as Senior Assistant Director of 
Admissions and has lived most of the past 16 years as a Village 
resident. In that time, he said, he has gotten to know many of 
the residents and the issues that concern them.  In the last year, 
he served on Kenyon’s Community Sustainability Committee.
“I believe housing, parking and street safety are major 
concerns,” Jones said. “It seems as though the Village has made 
considerable headway in regards to dealing with water issues, 
and I hope we continue to make progress.”
Jones said it is important for students to vote for Village 
Council representatives because Gambier is their home for four 
years and the issues Village Council addresses can affect their 
day-to-day lives as Village residents. “[Village Council] is the 
most immediate governing body serving all residents, and every 
person’s voice is important,” he said. 
Village Council
Betsy HeerLiz Forman Noble Jones
Lee Cubie and Audra Cubie are also running for 
Village Council.  Neither could be reached for comment.
Barry Bowden
A Trustee since 1986 and a career 
firefig hter in Mount Vernon, Barr y 
Bowden said he has “a good grasp on 
what issues are facing the Township, 
from a budget standpoint.” In the past, 
he has been involved in zoning and has 
completed two long-term zoning studies 
in his time as a trustee. 
Bowden, a 35-year resident of the 
township, said he is qualified to con-
tinue in his position because he has 
formed many useful connections within 
College Township and with neighbor-
ing townships. He has a “good working 
relationship” and knowledg e of the 
County Commissioners and has had a 
“long-standing relationship” with Mon-
roe Township trustees since they share a 
fire department contract, he said. 
The College Township Fire Depart-
ment is one of the main concerns of the 
trustees, according to Bowden, who 
supports the levy to provide funding 
for fire-fighting services and equipment. 
“ We’ve had several young volunteers 
who have stepped up to the plate and 
asked to be paramedics, which gives a 
better level of care for our citizens and 
residents, so we’ve consequently had a 
greater cost on training than we’ve had 
in the past, and this cost has continued 
to escalate,” he said. “The reason we’re 
asking for this [tax] increase is so we can 
primarily set aside some money for some 
long-range planning goals of ours which 
would include equipment replacement 
and some improvements to the fire sta-
tion which is over 30 years old now and 
has not been updated much.”
Tom Hoffman
Back when 
the College’s enroll-
ment was all male 
and numbered 
about 500, Tom 
Hoffman ’62 was a 
Kenyon swimmer, 
a chemistry major 
and one of the first 
Kenyon students to 
ever study abroad, which he did in Florence.  After 
graduation, he received another bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Michigan, this time in chemi-
cal engineering. He then went to Washington, D.C., 
where he worked in the U.S. Patent Office, attended 
law school at night and became involved in politics 
for the first time. He worked on a presidential cam-
paign and served as a legislative assistant to a senator. 
“At that time from what I saw, I would never get 
involved in politics,” Hoffmann said.  
But this election season, he is running for 
College Township Trustee. Why? “I believe very 
strongly in volunteerism … and giving back to your 
community,” he said. “I think I can bring some talents 
to the township.”
Hoffmann has never run for office before, and 
doing so was not his intention when he moved back 
to his college town in 2007, after a law career in Paris, 
Chicago and Seattle.  As a trademark attorney, he 
represented corporations like McDonald’s, American 
Airlines and Kenyon College.  At Kenyon, he served 
as president of the Alumni Association and received 
the Gregg Cup, the highest award given to alumni.
Hoffmann’s platform includes bringing a recy-
cling system to the College Township, supporting the 
College Township Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Service, restoring Quarry Chapel and im-
proving transparency and communication between 
the Township’s government and residents.
James Ingerham
In  h i s  2 0 
years as a Town-
ship Trustee, James 
Ingerham has fo-
cused on “improv-
ing the health and 
the welfare of the 
citizens in … legal 
and ethical ways 
“I would like 
to see continued efforts to plan for the needs of 
the Township, improving for health and safety. 
I’m always interested in looking outside the box,” 
he said.
Ingerham said he supports the College Town-
ship Fire Department tax levy and encourages 
Kenyon students to vote for it. “We just purchased 
a ladder truck that would help us in serving the 
students of Kenyon College,” he said. “We’re 
very much aware of the fire that occurred in Old 
Kenyon and we’re hoping not to be in the rears as 
far as applying for the safety of the approximately 
1,500 students at Kenyon.” Fire service is not the 
only thing that the Township provides but it is 
probably one of the most important to Kenyon 
students, he said.
 “I’m interested not in what has happened but 
what will happen, and that includes keeping ahead 
of things that [occur] from time to time in other 
townships and other counties and even in other 
states so that we’re prepared for continued service 
to the people of Kenyon College as well as the other 
citizens of the township,” he said.
Kenyon students are encouraged to attend 
Township Trustee meetings and listen to discus-
sions about issues that are of mutual concern to stu-
dents of the Township, Village and also of Kenyon 
College, according to Ingerham. “We look forward 
to getting input from Kenyon students,” he said.
Angie Small
Local pro-
prietor  Ang ie 
Small said she 
has decided to 
run for Township 
Trustee because 
it is a chance for 
her to serve her 
community and 
her neighbors. 
Although she has never run for public 
office before, Small said she has gained much 
experience with budgeting and finance from 
her time as owner of the Busy Bee Bakery in 
Gambier, run out of her house. 
Small is running on a platform that she 
said is “going to sound a little backwards to 
people.” She believes that the College Township 
does not need changes and she wants to keep 
things running as smoothly as they are. “My 
stance is more on preservation,” she said.
The tax levy to provide funds for the Col-
lege Township Fire Department is a “necessary 
evil,” according to Small. “With the revenue 
lost with the economy, it is important to be 
able to have a fire department that is up to 
par,” she said.  
Profiles by August Steigmeyer with 
additional reporting by Sarah Friedman. 
Photos courtesy of the candidates. Barry 
Bowden did not submit a photograph.
November 3 Local Elections: Candidate Profiles 
Township Trustee
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Episcopal Chaplain of Ken-
yon College Karl Stevens ’95 has 
a genuine humility when speaking 
about his past. Talking to him, one 
notices very quickly that he doesn’t 
hesitate to laugh at his foibles. 
Plus, he has clearly forgiven them. 
He’s a familiar sight: that smil-
ing , goateed man ambling around 
MiddleGround, the Kenyon Col-
lege Bookstore and the Church of 
the Holy Spirit. To many students 
who do not know his name, he 
remains just that smiling man who 
looks slightly like Corey Feldman 
— but Stevens is more than a shuf-
fling lookalike. 
At Kenyon, Stevens’ role is 
mainly self-created. Until  this 
year he was in charge of worship 
and preaching at the Church of 
the Holy Spirit, but due to budget 
cuts, those duties have fallen by the 
wayside. He attends big events like 
Convocation and Commencement 
and also supervises and helps run 
Canterbury, a Christian ser vice 
group on campus that,  among 
other events and activities, holds 
renowned Tuesday Night Dinners. 
He counsels students regardless of 
religious background, is a sexual 
misconduct advisor and performs 
weddings and memorial services. 
For being on campus only two 
days a week after budget cuts, he’s 
a busy man.
“Every time I think I know 
what my job is going to be like in 
a given year, I’m wrong,” Stevens 
said.
After graduating from Kenyon 
in 1995, Stevens didn’t expect to 
return, especially as an employee. 
The former English major visited 
only once in the 
y e a r s  b e f o r e  h e 
started working as 
College chaplain 
in 2003. 
“As a student, 
I wasn’t a person 
w h o  f e l t  o v e r l y 
sentimental about 
the place,” he said. 
“[Returning ] felt 
totally foreign and 
alien, because Ke-
nyon is [defined 
by] the people who 
you know.” 
D u m b  l u c k 
made Stevens pay 
Kenyon another 
visit, this time on a 
job hunt. Straight 
out  of  S eabur y-
Western, an Epis-
c o p a l  s e m i n a r y 
based in Evanston, 
Ill., a friend recom-
mende d that  he 
lo o k with in  the 
diocese of Ohio, 
and he saw that a spot was open 
at his alma mater. The College 
flew him out the day after a phone 
interview. When he returned to 
campus for a second round of 
interviews, his thoughts about the 
place changed.
“I just knew I really wanted 
it,” Stevens said. “It was May, it was 
senior week, it was more beautiful 
than I could believe. … I had no 
problem saying ‘yes’ when they 
called me for the job.”
Stevens has more of a topsy-
turvy history than one would ex-
pect of a reverend. His father was 
a Methodist minister, and Stevens 
describes his younger self as “one 
of those precocious preacher’s kids 
who thought he knew everything 
in Sunday school and sang solos 
in the children’s choir.” In high 
school, he decided he was an athe-
ist. In college, he was “not able to 
find any place of rest. Too emo-
tional, probably too hormonal.” 
Sti l l ,  th is 
a t t i t u d e  d i d 
not curb what 
s o m e  m i g h t 
c a l l  s p i r i t ua l 
e x p e r i e n c e s . 
When he was 
1 7  y e ar s  o l d , 
Stevens took a 
solitary walk in 
the John Muir 
Woods outside 
o f  S a n  Fr a n -
cisco.
“I began to 
notic e  th ing s 
more clearly,” 
h e  s a i d ,  “an d 
really began to 
see everything 
around me.  … 
Then I had this 
moment of to-
tal bliss at this 
ridge that I got 
up to. I didn’t 
know what to 
ma ke of  that , 
b ut  I  kn e w  I 
wanted to do it again.”
This fueled Stevens’ experi-
mentation with Buddhism and 
meditation at Kenyon. He had a 
suspicion of organized religion and 
“hated the [Methodist] church,” 
not least because its higher-ups 
had given his minister father a 
hard time. Things got complicated 
in his sophomore year: his then-
girlfriend dumped him, his first-
year friends faded away and his 
parents were living in Malaysia. He 
ultimately dropped out, worked at 
a homeless shelter and a Super-8 
Motel and then drove westward 
to climb every mountain he could 
find. He wanted to try to reach 
that same type of peak experience 
he had in the John Muir Woods, 
but failed every time. 
Finding himself somewhere 
in the Sierra Nevadas, Stevens 
pulled into a campground where 
only one other family was staying. 
They invited him to dinner, and he 
played guitar for them. The time 
spent with that family was when 
something started to change.
“ They woke me up in the 
morning ; they fed me breakfast; 
they sent me on my way,” Stevens 
said. “I thought, ‘I’ve never had 
an experience like that. Complete 
unearned, unasked-for generos-
ity and love.’ … After that point 
I began to think that this idea 
that God could become a human 
being was plausible. That there 
was something in human nature 
that could have the divine in it. 
So I started slowly going back to 
church.”
He eventually returned to his 
studies at Kenyon and became a 
regular at Wednesday services at 
the Church of the Holy Spirit. 
Powerful as his realization was in 
the campground, Stevens stresses 
that he had no great, grand mo-
ment of total conversion. It was 
gradual and continued in seminary 
and even now. 
Stevens,  ag ain contrar y to 
expectation, does not have a “strict 
prayer life,” to use his term. Al-
though he has a healthy respect 
for those who make specific time 
for prayer, he expresses his faith 
differently. He might laugh and 
say he’s just lazy, but there is more 
to it than that. 
“For me, things like writing 
are prayer,” he said. “Hiking is 
prayer. Listening to music is prayer. 
Doing the dishes is prayer. … It has 
little to do with the action that 
you’re taking and much more to 
do with the intentionality of it. If 
you are being truly attentive to the 
world around you, then everything 
you do is prayer.”
Kenyon seems to be the per-
fe ct  environment for  Ste vens, 
considering that the College often 
advertises its diversity of thought 
and tradition. Stevens corrobo-
rates that claim, at least in his own 
sphere of Kenyon life.  
“My thought about spiritual-
ity on campus is that a lot of people 
are exploring or experimenting ,” 
Stevens said. “They’re trying to 
find their way.  ... We all benefit 
from each other’s traditions, and 
if there’s a freedom to experiment 
and try different things, I don’t 
think it detracts from one’s own 
belief — I think it adds to it.”
In the end, though, he said 
he finds that it is better to pick a 
tradition and stick with it. Though 
some might find that it is limiting 
to choose one tradition, Stevens 
said he believes that boundaries 
are one of the best things about 
doing so.  
“One can follow a given reli-
gion and still have good friendships 
with the other ones without betray-
ing that essential relationship at 
all,” he said. “There’s often a lot 
of talk in world religions about 
[exclusivity]. ... There’s no reason 
to attack other forms of religion, 
and there’s  ever y reason to be 
humble.” 
And to those who choose to 
have no tradition, Stevens also has 
constructive things to say. After all, 
he was once an atheist. 
“ What people have to un-
derstand is that most people are 
religious because they’ve had some 
experience of God or something 
beyond themselves,” he said. “I 
would still be an atheist if I hadn’t 
had that experience in the John 
Muir Woods. It’s not my place to 
tell people whether to believe or 
not. If they haven’t had that experi-
ence, you can’t force them.” 
Stevens sees his role as Epis-
copal Chaplain of Kenyon — and 
as a reverend in the larger world 
— as “trying to help people to that 
sense of beauty, amazement and 
wonder.” To him, that is the core 
of the spiritual life. 
College Chaplain Karl Stevens’ Long, Spiritual Road
By CHARLIE SCHNEIDER
Staff Writer
 After Kenyon Society: Still Lords and Ladies
The sight of anyone over the 
age of 22 who does not work for 
the College is unusual in Gambier, 
but at this year’s Family Weekend 
the older generations were out 
in full force. For many Kenyon 
students  and famil ies  travers-
ing campus, the Brown Family 
Environmental Center’s annual 
Harvest Festival was an ideal after-
noon destination. Though many 
students are unaware of this, the 
BFEC also regularly hosts an older 
Kenyon crowd. In this group, the 
After Kenyon Society, 22 years 
is not old enough to be called a 
“senior.”
Many professors spend the 
majority of their lives at Kenyon, 
buying a home in or near Gambier 
and raising a family on campus. 
Many staff members settle down 
in  this  same way,  a s  do some 
alumni and even a few Kenyon 
parents. For these local residents, 
the AKS is a small piece of the 
Kenyon community from which 
they never have to retire. 
There  are  thre e  ma in  re -
quirements for membership in 
the AKS. First, all members must 
be retired.  Second,  they must 
have a Kenyon connection. But 
according to Professor Emeritus 
of Psycholog y Charles Rice, the 
third requirement, “a fondness 
for the institution,” is the most 
important.
The group meets on the first 
Thursday of  e ver y  month for 
a potluck dinner, a tradition it 
has kept alive for 15 years. At its 
most recent meeting , on Oct. 15 
at the BFEC Education Center, 
t wo th ing s  were  imme d iate ly 
noticeable: lots of food and lots 
of conversation. The AKS has 
grown over the years to between 
25 and 45 people who attend each 
monthly dinner. At the last meet-
ing the buffet tables looked piled 
with enough food to feed twice 
that number. Steaming crock pots, 
pineapple upside-down cake and 
squares of “pumpkin cake delight” 
filled an entire room, while small 
groups of emeritus professors, 
former administrators, spouses 
and alumni mingled. 
“[ The AKS] me eting s  are 
not faculty meetings — they are 
strictly social,” Rice said. “Because 
all of us have long-term connec-
tions with the College, a lot of 
conversation is about the old days, 
and some about [current Kenyon] 
events,” he said. 
Bob ’60 and Peg Heasley P’83 
’88 organize the group’s monthly 
events, sending out invitations 
and coordinating the set-up. “It 
has always been fun,” Peg Heasley 
said. “There is no agenda, just a 
social time with lots of good food. 
It is a way to stay connected ... and 
it is a comfortable place to come 
without a spouse.” 
Many AKS members remem-
ber the days when Friday after-
noons meant a fraternity-hosted 
cocktail hour for students and 
faculty, or when Gambier was an 
even smaller community kept that 
way by the “one-mile rule” that 
required faculty to live in Col-
lege-owned housing within one 
mile of campus.  
“The social community then 
was built upon interactions of all 
the faculty members,” Rice said. “I 
loved it because I was the lowest 
guy on the totem pole, and yet 
we were invited to dinner parties 
at the homes of full professors. 
[There was] a completely demo-
cratic orientation to the commu-
nity. Everyone knew your name 
and knew your kids.”  
The AKS is one way to pre-
ser ve some of that old Kenyon 
community even as the College 
grows and changes. Although AKS 
members come and go, one thing 
is clear: they do not forget their 
time at Kenyon. 
By KATE vON CULIN
Staff Writer
RichaRd WyldeKarl Stevens ’9
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Village Not Ignoring Citizens
Letter to the Editor
Sororities Deserve 
Division Housing 
Reluctantly, we are respond-
ing  to  th e  inf lammator y  an d 
unfounded letter from Mr. James 
L enthe  (M PA) in  la st  we ek ’s 
Collegian. Shortly before we con-
tracted with Verizon to place their 
antennas on our water tower, Mr. 
Lenthe attended a Village Coun-
cil meeting at which objections 
to this arrangement were voiced 
and answered. Thus Mr. Lenthe 
knows, or ought to know, that 
welding antennas to the bowl of 
the tower, when done correctly, 
does not damage or other wise 
impair the tower. 
The Village was so advised 
at  the time by an eng ineering 
firm that we hired in preference 
to the one with which Mr. Len-
the is familiar. (We hired them 
because of their 
greater experi-
ence with tower 
m a i n t e n a n c e 
and painting .) 
More recently, 
supp or ts  were 
a g a i n  w e l d e d 
to the tower to 
anchor a shroud 
required to contain paint, which 
had to be removed prior to re-
painting the tower. 
When the painting was com-
pleted, the inside and outside of 
the bowl of the tower, including 
a l l  the  welds ,  were  insp e cte d 
twice by our super vising engi-
neering firm, once 
right after paint-
ing was completed 
and then again this 
summer, one year 
after completion. 
T h e  i n s p e c t o r s 
found ever ything 
i n  g o o d  o r d e r . 
Since we were as-
sured (correctly, it turned out) 
that  the  antenna s  wou ld  not 
damage the tower, we welcomed 
the $1,500 per month rent that 
Verizon agreed to pay the Village 
for use of our tower. This may be 
pennies to Mr. Lenthe, but not to 
the  V il la g e  of 
Gambier. 
F u r t h e r , 
Mr. Lenthe dis-
t o r t s ,  f o r  h i s 
own purposes, 
the letter con-
cerning driving 
safety and snow 
removal that our 
Village Administrator, Suzanne 
Hopkins, sent to residents last 
winter. Minimal common sense 
confirms that no municipality can 
ensure that its streets always will 
be free of ice and snow, and this is 
particularly true in December and 
January when Gambier is subject 
to  fre quent, 
intermittent 
l a k e - e f f e c t 
snows. 
M o r e -
o v e r ,  t h e 
statewide salt 
shortage last 
year dictated, 
a s  S u z a n n e 
explained in her letter, conserva-
tive use of road salt in order that 
we not run out before spring. But 
irrespective of available supply, 
Village policy is to balance the 
need for clear roads with due 
concern for environmental dam-
age caused by road salt. Thus, this 
winter we will again be salting 
hills and intersections, but other-
wise minimizing use of road salt. 
At the risk of provoking further 
letters from Mr. Lenthe, we ask ev-
eryone please to drive more slowly 
and carefully this winter when the 
roads may be slippery.
 - Kirk Emmert, Mayor;
 Suzanne Hopkins, 
Village Administrator;
 Tom Stamp, President, 
Gambier Village Council
Kenyon sororities’ joint proposal 
for division housing is long overdue, 
and Campus Senate should approve 
it without hesitation. Every fraternity 
on campus has a permanent space that 
belongs to its members past, present 
and future. As Alice Stevens’ proposal 
points out, permanent housing 
provides benefits that temporary 
themed housing, which must be 
applied for every year, cannot. Any 
organization focused in large part 
on developing camaraderie 
among its members must 
have a space that allows 
past members to connect 
with future members: 
sororities should be able to 
hang banners or paint walls 
without worrying about the 
Office of Residential Life 
charging them for damages 
at the end of the year.  Rushes 
become pledges because they 
are drawn to a certain Greek 
organization’s qualities, values 
and traditions, and sororities should 
reside in permanent houses that they 
can decorate and arrange to reflect 
their accomplishments, pay tribute to 
their former leaders and recruit new 
sisters. As it stands, sororities are forced 
to start anew each year rather than 
continue their legacies. 
Sororities should not have to 
prove themselves reputable Greek 
organizations each year, but they also 
should not be exempt from regulations 
and requirements applicable to all 
student groups. Sororities should 
be held accountable for filling their 
Acland Apartments, which house 
five students each. If a sorority cannot 
fill its apartment within reason 
— for example, if it has three or fewer 
members — we suggest that the 
sorority should lose its apartment but 
be granted a yearlong probationary 
period within which it can try to 
recruit new members. If the sorority 
can house five girls in the apartment by 
the next year, it should be allowed to 
reclaim its Acland and bypass a formal 
reapplication process. 
The concern that sorority housing 
may eliminate or decrease themed 
housing is unfounded. Sororities have 
lived in Acland Apartments for years, 
and each year they have endured a 
formal application process to defend 
their legitimacy to live there. Making 
four of the Aclands official sorority 
housing will streamline this tedious 
annual process and change almost 
nothing regarding other student 
groups.  As sororities have occupied 
only two or three of the Aclands 
in recent years, there will be fewer 
Aclands available for other student 
groups applying for themed housing.  
Luckily for the College, there are ten 
new, beautifully-renovated Morgan 
Apartments, and a way to assign them 
has not yet been determined.  We 
at the Collegian urge the College 
to designate some Morgans as 
themed housing and to officially 
and permanently make the Aclands 
“Sorority Row.” 
This photo prompted Mr. Lenthe’s Letter to the Editor last week. WESLEY KEYSER
Village policy is to bal-
ance the need for clear 
roads with ... concern for 
environmental damage.
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The Kenyon 
Collegian
Advertising and Subscriptions
Advertisers should contact Ben Plotnick for 
current rates and further information via e-mail 
at collegian@kenyon.edu. All materials should 
be sent to Adveritsing Manager, The Kenyon 
Collegian, P.O. Box 832, Gambier, OH 43022. 
Yearly subscriptions to The Kenyon Collegian 
are available for $40. Checks should be made 
payable to The Kenyon Collegian and sent to the 
Business/Advertising Manager. 
Office: Room 314 Peirce Tower
Mailing address: The Kenyon Collegian, 
Student Activities Center, Gambier, OH 43022.
Business address: P.O. Box 832, Gambier, OH, 
43022.
E-mail address: collegian@kenyon.edu
Internet address: www.kenyoncollegian.com
The opinions page is a space for 
members of the community to discuss 
issues relevant to the campus and the 
world at large. The opinions expressed 
on this page belong only to the writer. 
Columns and letters to the editors do not 
reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. 
All members of the commuity are welcome 
to express opinions through a letter to the 
editor. 
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the 
right to edit all letters submitted for length 
and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept 
anonymous or psendonymous letters. 
Letters must be signed by individuals, not 
organizations, and must be 200 words or 
less. Letters must also be received no later 
than the Tuesday prior to publication. The 
Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters 
as possible each week subject to space, 
interest and appropriateness. Members of 
the editorial board reserve the right to reject 
any submission. The views expressed in 
the paper do not necesassarily reflect the 
views of Kenyon College. 
Editors-in-Chief
Sarah Friedman
Sarah Queller
News Editor
August Steigmeyer
Features Editors
Susannah Gruder
Richard Wylde
Opinions Editor
Lindsay Means
A&E Editor
Bob Dorff
Sports Editor 
Mark Motheral
Design Editors
Daniel Streicher 
Peyton Ward
Business Manager
Ben Plotnick
Managing Editor
Mara Pottersmith 
Lead Copy Editor
Irene Wilburn
Photography Editors
Wesley Keyser
Paul Reed
Copy Editors
Paul Bisagni, Sasha Pauline 
Fanny-Holston, Nathan Oldach, 
Libby Panhorst
Designers
Erin Mershon, Tina Ertel
Faculty Advisor
P.F. Kluge
In last week’s issue of the Collegian, we incorrectly 
published a table listing the endowments of several liberal 
arts colleges in billions, not millions of dollars. We apolo-
gize for the mistake and any confusion or inconvenience 
it may have caused. 
If you are registered to vote in 
Gambier, please vote next Tuesday.
The community center will have 
no long lines--and if your address is 
wrong, your voting will correct it.
Voting impacts you.  Two years 
ago, an issue passed that requires 
Kenyon and other other employers 
to raise student wages every year.  This 
year, issues will determine whether our 
community has libraries and casinos. 
Your community needs you to vote.
- Joan Slonczewski
Professor of Biology
Welding antennas to 
the bowl of  the tower 
... does not damage or 
otherwise impair it.
Remember to Vote
Letter to the Editor
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Think about a day in your life 
at Kenyon. Overscheduled and over-
worked, we often feel as though there are 
not enough hours in a day to accomplish 
all that needs to be 
done. Yet most of 
us women find time 
to obsess over each 
and every calorie, 
pound and workout 
session. Courtney 
Martin, author of 
Perfect Girls, Starv-
ing Daughters, writes: “women spend at 
least … 100 minutes a day scrutinizing 
instead of loving their bodies. ... That’s 
100 minutes a day they could spend 
celebrating their creativity, curiosity, 
dedication, and openness. That’s 100 
minutes they could spend reading 
an amazing book, feeling grateful for 
their families and friends, memorizing 
a poem, considering concepts of God, 
or taking action against global warm-
ing. Are we, the intelligent women of 
Kenyon, willing to settle for this? Are 
we willing to accept body hatred as an 
inevitable way of life? Are we willing 
to idly watch the women who love and 
trust us suffer?
Body hatred and fat talk — any 
derogatory statements toward one’s 
own or another’s weight, shape and 
appearance — are such routine occur-
rences that many of us accept them as 
another aspect of womanhood. Fat Talk 
Free Week, an international five-day 
campaign started by Carolyn Becker and 
Delta Delta Delta sorority, is meant to 
challenge this mentality.  Last week the 
Kenyon community took an important 
step towards banishing this unnecessary 
and detrimental behavior: 216 Kenyon 
students pledged to refrain from making 
positive or negative comments about 
their own or others’ appearances from 
Oct. 19 to 23, taking the focus away 
from the superficial and recognizing the 
negative impact of this behavior.
As founders of the new Love Your 
Body group, it is our hope that some of 
these students, and the community at 
large, will recognize the value in living a 
fat talk-free life. It is easy to go along with 
our culture and 
treat ourselves and 
others as objects 
to be criticized 
and tinkered with, 
but small changes 
such as these can 
inspire the real-
ization that this 
is not inevitable or conducive to living 
a happy and healthy life. We are here 
at Kenyon with every opportunity and 
every joy to be had in the world, and we 
are sacrificing these things in the name 
of food and body obsession.
Courtney Martin expresses our 
sentiments perfectly when she says: 
“Many women, even those who con-
sider themselves healthy, classify what 
they have eaten or how much they have 
exercised as a marker of their worth 
in the world.  It is not our kindness or 
courage that we count at the end of the 
day; it is our caloric intake. I look at the 
driven, diverse, brilliant, courageous and 
beautiful women around me and am 
devastated by how many struggle with 
these issues.” We in the Love Your Body 
group cannot stand by and watch one 
in four of our female peers struggle with 
eating disorders and the vast majority 
of the rest struggle with disordered at-
titudes towards food. Can you?
Stop the Fat Talk
It is easy to ... treat our-
selves and others as ob-
jects to be criticized and 
tinkered with.
Vote ‘No’ on Issue 2
Unknown to the majority 
of Ohioans, there is a covert war 
against the very food we eat, ranging 
from our milk 
and eggs to our 
chicken and beef. 
As residents of 
G a m b i e r ,  w e 
live amongst a 
sundry of local, 
mostly organic 
farms that en-
dorse traditional agrarian practices. 
They are some of the only remaining 
farms in the nation to raise cattle on 
grass — meat few Americans ever 
taste — and chickens outside of 
their cages, the way Mother Nature 
intended. These practices are not 
only better for the environment, but 
also healthier (need I say tastier?) 
for us, the consumers.
A handful of out-of-state, 
multi-million dollar corporations, 
however, backed by the Ohio Farm 
Bureau and the Ohio Pork Produc-
ers Council, view these local family 
farms as a threat to Ohio’s Concen-
trated Animal Feeding Operations, 
or factory farms. As a result, these 
corporate special interest groups are 
pushing to amend the Ohio State 
Constitution in a measure known 
as “Issue 2,” which will implement a 
“Livestock Care Standards Board.” 
This board will oversee all regula-
tions relating to how animals are 
raised, tracked and processed and 
will be comprised of 13 members 
with undefined term limits, 11 of 
whom the governor will appoint. 
Currently, both the Ohio Demo-
cratic and Republican Parties have 
endorsed Issue 2, leading concerned 
farmers, parents and students of all 
ages to take action.
If Issue 2 passes, the 200-some 
factory farms in Ohio, which include 
“four beef operations with more than 
3,000 animals, 27 hog operations 
with more than 3,000 animals,  and a 
staggering 98 poultry and egg-laying 
operations with more than 100,000 
birds each, in-
cluding 9 with 
more than a mil-
lion birds,” will 
likely increase, 
as detailed in a 
report released 
on www.Ohioact.
org, an anti-issue 
2 Web site.
How can a board of animal 
“specialists” who currently help run 
Ohio’s factory farms expect to im-
prove the well-being of these animals 
if their interests align with making 
a profit? What about one of Ohio’s 
28 million hens, 
who spends her 
entire adult life 
enclosed in a cage 
with a floor that 
measures half the 
size of this page, 
and permanently 
restricts her abil-
ity to lift her wings? As a result, these 
hens resort to cannibalizing their 
cage-mates and rubbing their breasts 
against the cage wire until they be-
come completely bald. Ten percent 
of these hens die in response to such 
living conditions, which is factored 
into the price of a cheap, factory-
raised egg (purchasable at the Village 
Market for less than $2).
Issue 2 is not limited to animal 
rights — it will affect our neighbors 
and the people who supply most of 
Kenyon’s meat, poultry and dairy. 
For the past month, two Kenyon 
groups, PEAS (People Endorsing 
Agrarian Sustainability) and ECO 
(Environmental Campus Organiza-
tion), have been coordinating ef-
forts with Food and Water Watch, a 
nonprofit environmental watchdog 
group based in D.C., to rally against 
Issue 2. Over the next week (until 
Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 3), 
PEAS will be traveling throughout 
Gambier and Mount Vernon as part 
of a state-wide initiative to spread the 
truth about Issue 2.
As Michael Pollan writes in The 
Omnivore’s Dilemma: “A tension has 
always existed between the capitalist 
imperative to maximize efficiency at 
any cost and the moral imperatives 
of culture, which historically have 
served as a counterweight to the 
moral blindness of the market. This 
is another example of the cultural 
contradictions of capitalism — the 
tendency over time for the economic 
impulse to erode the moral under-
pinnings of society.” 
If  you are 
willing to stand 
up to the multi-
mill ion dollar 
animal agricul-
tural  industr y 
an d  f i g ht  f or 
the l ivelihood 
of hundreds of 
local family farmers and for their 
livestock across the state, please join 
us this Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
as we put up door hangers and host a 
table at the Mount Vernon Farmer’s 
Market. If interested, please contact 
PEAS@kenyon.edu. Vote ‘No’ on 
Issue 2.
Sara Feola also contributed to 
this article.
If  Issue 2 passes, 
the 200-some facto-
ry farms in Ohio ... 
will likely increase.
Tummy Sticks by Gracie Gardener
Issue 2 is not limited 
to animal rights — it 
will affect our neigh-
bors.
BY KELSEY CHAPMAN &     
SHIRLEY KAILAS
Guest Columnists
Tickle-Me-Jello by Bob Dorff
BY DANIEL TEBES
Guest Columnist
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Gambier 
Grillin’
Carter Washington Carter Carter
Halloween
Dracula The Incredible Hulk
Earth
Jimmy Carter
Dracula
Halloween
Total Correct Four One Three Three
Halloween HalloweenHalloween
Conan the Barbarian Hagar the Horrible
Earth Saturn Earth Earth
On what holiday is the 
most candy sold?
What former U.S. 
President was a peanut 
farmer?
Vlad the Impaler 
inspired what fictional 
character? 
What is the only planet 
not named after a Greek 
or Roman god?
Michelle Mood
Visiting Assistant Professor
 of Political Science
Grace Sullivan 
Rosenthal ’10 
Patrick Gunn ’10
Vs
Students Fac/Staff
Totals so far:
Students: 30.5
Faculty: 31
By Ben Plotnick
The Gaming Club, Magic: The Gathering and Me
By CHarlIe SCHneIder
Staff Writer
It was with great trepidation that I 
set foot in the room of david ellis ’10. 
let me clarify that it was not ellis that 
had me afraid, but rather, what I was 
there to do. 
Magic: The Gathering, that devil 
card game. Those words used to — and 
sometimes still do — summon so many 
emotions. I remember seventh grade, 
sitting in my basement with then-friends, 
looking forlornly at my decks lying 
around me in heaps of destruction. no 
matter what I seemed to do, no matter 
which one of my own decks (my own 
decks!) my friends used against me, I 
always seemed to lose. I’d use my green 
deck against my white deck, and I’d lose. 
We’d switch, and I’d still lose. It’s apparent 
now that I had no mind for strategy, as I 
was brutally reminded every time I had 
the faintest hope that I did. enough frus-
tration was enough, so I gave up Magic 
and was all the happier for it. 
For those who don’t know, Magic: 
The Gathering is a venerable, many-
editioned fantasy card game in which 
players build and use colored decks that 
consist of enchantments, spells, coun-
terspells and every manner of imaginary 
wild beast in order to best their oppo-
nents. The rules are fairly extensive, so 
it is hard to sum them up. Suffice it to 
say that each player has 20 life points 
and tries to cast spells and use creatures 
and employ other infinitely clever ways 
to get opponents’ lives to zero. It’s easy 
to learn, hard to master and potentially 
humiliating if you’re a seventh grader 
who cares too much.
So why on earth was I walking into 
the belly of the beast, the room of the 
vice-president of the Gaming Club, sure 
that I’d be met with any number of pol-
ished, hand-picked decks built to wreak 
havoc on poor amateur journalists? Beats 
me. Call it a masochistic curiosity. 
I was expecting a cold welcome into 
the inner sanctum, yet I was greeted not 
only by a chair-offering ellis but also a 
smiling elizabeth (libby) Oborne ’10, 
the Madam President of the Gaming 
Club herself. She patiently offered a 
quick history of her time associated with 
it, delaying my inevitable ruin.
“The Gaming Club has been 
around for quite a while,” Oborne said. 
“It’s been a more grassroots type of thing. 
rather than being a very active, event-
based type of club, it was more of a way 
of getting nerds together. … But now it 
seems like we need to branch out a bit 
more, because there are a lot of people 
who game on campus, but not everyone 
is getting together.” 
“What we mostly have been doing 
is the rPGs [role Playing Games] and 
coordinating,” ellis said. “But this is the 
first year we’ve [requested] funds for 
the Gaming Club … to specifically host 
Magic: The Gathering tournaments. … 
But we love to teach new people. later 
in the year, we’re going to have subsidized 
tournaments, $5 for entry. We also have 
a lot of cards that have been donated to 
the club, which we’re more than willing 
to hand out for free if someone wants to 
get started.”
ellis very kindly offered me some 
free cards, which I politely declined. 
I don’t need to build a Magic deck 
— mine are shoved somewhere in the 
depths of my basement at home, where 
they belong, with my shame — and 
they’d serve the Gaming Club better. 
Because there’s no sense in not admitting 
it: gaming is geeky. The great thing is, 
Oborne and ellis have no qualms about 
that. They both stress that it’s okay to 
be a geek. Oborne, who moonlights as 
a rugby player when she’s not gaming 
(or vice versa?), jokes that she should 
beat herself up for her lunch money and 
shove herself into a locker. ellis is proud 
to declare that he is a geek and reminds 
us that there are many closeted geeks on 
campus. during the activities fair, Oborne 
and ellis — experienced geeks — could 
spot them a mile away. 
“They would inch forward, and 
they’d be the only one that would inch 
forward from their little cluster of hall-
mates, and then they’d wander off,” ellis 
said. “They didn’t want to be known as 
‘that nerd.’”
ellis, who said he is very comfort-
able being known as “that nerd,” has a 
long history of playing Magic. Oborne, 
equally as comfortable, has a long history 
with Dungeons and Dragons and fantasy 
books. Both are formidable veterans in 
many gaming areas (making my sense of 
impending doom all the more acute), yet 
they both stress that there is something for 
everyone in the Gaming Club. 
“Think about fantasy football,” said 
Oborne. “The only difference is what stats 
you’re using. It’s still the same system. It’s 
not that far to transport that from there to 
[something like the Gaming Club].”
“I don’t think there is so much of a 
specific type [of person who games],” said 
ellis. “you see people from all majors, and 
it’s all over the board. a lot of people, if 
they were just to walk by you, you would 
not associate them with [being geeks]. 
There are a few people who don’t want 
to necessarily advertise the fact that they 
play Magic, but they are very religious 
followers. The one trend is that there are 
more men than women.”
But enough talk. I went to david 
ellis’ room to face my impending defeat 
— I was going to battle a Magic master, 
and with libby’s presence, I was going 
to have to contend with another master 
as well. Two masters versus a guy who 
laid down his guns almost eight years 
ago. Thankfully, I would be using one of 
david’s decks. I chose white, an old fa-
vorite, though one that I was never good 
at using. It was a simple creature deck, 
which means that it would not be hard 
to put a whole flood of weak creatures 
into play to attack the opposing players. 
david was using some sort of very large 
red deck, and libby chose her combina-
tion red/blue deck, which she took out 
of a pouch made of chain mail. red, as I 
remember, is known in Magic for its fast 
and furious offensive capabilities, and 
blue is equally as fast defensively. This 
looked like trouble, especially against 
my puny (sorry, david) white deck.
and yet david was slow out of 
the gate. all he got from his library (the 
stack of cards from which a player draws 
every turn) was mana (the land that you 
put in play in order to do anything else, 
basically). I got several creatures down 
from the start and improved them 
with enchantments that added defense 
and attack power. libby cunningly 
regenerated her health and used direct 
damage (damage that goes straight 
from a spell to a given target, whether 
it be creature or player) to hurt both 
david and me. I was getting worried, 
especially when libby knocked david 
out of the game. 
It was between us two, and she 
kept fending off my attacks. every time 
I’d put several creatures in play, she would 
use some sort of magical misdirection 
to elude my valiant little creatures. Then 
she would deal me some damage, and 
I would feel hopeless. I was down to 
seven points left, and things were iffy 
on the question of my survival. To my 
surprise, I did eventually manage to get 
some attacks through. We totaled up the 
damage from one turn and found that I 
had wriggled, whittled and wrangled my 
way into getting libby down to a single 
point. david and I sat with bated breath, 
hoping that libby’s deck of surprises 
didn’t serve up a miracle card to save 
her. She used a special spell or artifact 
or some such thing to allow herself to 
draw just one more card…and it came to 
naught. She shook my hand in humble 
resignation to her defeat, and I shook 
hers in utter shock. 
I won. I still don’t believe it. That 
was the absolute last thing I was ex-
pecting; I went into ellis’s room fully 
prepared for ruin. yet here I was, feeling 
that sweet rush of victory. For a moment, 
I thought, “you know, I could get into 
this again…” But I think I am content 
with my last miraculous triumph, and 
will leave it to the pros. Plus, I fear libby’s 
revenge.
Tom Karako
Center for the Study of 
American Democracy
Paid advertisement
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CAs Prepare for Night of Fright
courtesy oF mike clayton
 —David Williams
Given Kenyon’s tradition and love of ghost stories, it’s not surprising that Halloween is a 
momentous holiday on campus. This Halloween, community advisors hope to add their own touch 
of terror to the festivities.  
On Saturday, Oct. 31, Leonard Residence Hall is hosting a special Halloween Haunted House 
event running from 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. sponsored by Housing and Residential Life, ODADAS 
and Social Board. The free event is open to the entire campus as well as to members of the commu-
nity. 
CAs Ellen Blanchard ’12, Michael Clayton ’11, Mallory Ewer-Speck ’12, Chris Philpot ’12 and 
Yaowen Yap ’10 spearheaded efforts to organize the event this year.  
Clayton said that although the event was successful when it ran for the first time last year, he 
believes it can still improve. “This year we are hoping to improve attendance, quality and scariness,” 
he said. 
According to Clayton, on Halloween the rooms on the fourth floor of Leonard will be “de-
signed to scare you senseless.”
The first of these rooms, Clayton said, will be designed to resemble an insane asylum, complete 
with mad patients in straight jackets. “It should be fairly intense, but it won’t be the scariest room.” 
Clayton said he hopes that from there on the rooms will only escalate in terror. 
For those not prepared to test their courage inside the haunted house or for those just look-
ing to warm up, there will be a bonfire with marshmallow-roasting and s’more-making outside of 
Leonard. 
Clayton said he hopes that all students, from the brave to the easily frightened, will stop by to 
enjoy the Halloween festivities. 
“Everyone should come out and have a great time,” he said.
Dining Hall Delicacies
Paid Advertisement
The salad is one meal component that should not be underestimated. For adventurous eaters, dozens 
of inventive salads are just waiting to be compiled from ingredients scattered at all poles of the Peirce 
servery. Here’s one of my favorite, and simplest, salad creations. 
Start with a base of fresh lettuce.  Add a couple of your favorite basic ingredients from the salad bar: 
grated carrots and black beans, let’s say, but keep it simple to avoid an overabundance of flavors. Cross the 
servery, dodging the muddy rugby players and circumventing slow walkers. Look for feta or blue cheese 
in the “Veggie Safe Zone” or the “International Station”— you know, that place with all the hummus. If 
you find feta or another soft cheese variety, sprinkle a generous amount onto your plate. Cottage cheese 
works, too. With a determined strut that says, “Yeah, I’m about to eat this salad; yeah, it’s going to be 
delicious,” head back to the salad bar and throw raisins galore on top of your delectable medley. Toss in 
thin slices of apple or pear for a sweet foil to the savory palate. If you’re in the mood for a zesty dressing, 
try mixing equal parts chipotle hummus and balsamic vinaigrette in a separate cup, which will yield a 
thicker, spicier and more flavorful topping for your incredible salad. 
Everyone will gaze wistfully at your colorful plate, your friends will admiringly call you “gourmet,” 
“connoisseur” or another fancy French word and you will enjoy an exquisite (and healthy!) meal.
 -Clare Stein
clare stein
Three of last year’s creepy cas.
“The salad of champions”
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by Peter DumbaDze
Staff Writer
Olin Gallery Show explores alienation, Gender roles
the concept of alienation 
is  a  pre va lent  force  in  Karen 
yasinsky’s I Choose Darkness on 
display in the Olin art Gallery. 
Watching her stop-motion short 
films, “I Choose Darkness” and 
“enoug h to Drive  you mad ,” 
you cannot help but feel  pity 
for the protagonists of the two 
works, marie and her pet donkey, 
balthazar, both of whom are ap-
propriated from the French film 
Au haz ard B althaz ar .  marie , 
l ike balthazar,  is  a l ienated by 
her peers. For yasinsky, marie’s 
troub les  represent  the  larg er 
struggle of women in society. Her 
work becomes an exploration of 
the absence of agency and what 
may cause it. Director of Olin 
art Galler y Dan younger, the 
curator of the show, noted that 
“yasinsky’s female protagonists, 
caught in a gendered web of do-
mestic expectation are, at times, 
the recipients of emotional and 
p hy s i ca l  re j e c t i on  an d  o th er 
abuses from their male suitors.” 
this shows yasinsky’s investiga-
tion of the idea of “Othering.” It 
is through the process of “Other-
ing” that we begin to understand 
Artist Karen Yasinsky Uses Different Mediums for a Powerful Effect
J ’accuse between the opposing 
parties .  yasinsky understands 
this but is also not afraid to con-
front the issue. this is where the 
absence of verbal narration be-
comes effective. rather than pro-
viding definitive speech to clarify 
her centra l  messag e,  yasinsky 
leaves viewers to fill the speech-
less voids themselves.  becom-
ing a part of the artwork helps 
us realize what 
e x a c t l y  i s  th e 
yield from this 
“Othering” and 
better compre-
hend our own 
understanding 
of the politics 
i nv o l v e d  i n  a 
relationship.
In  s o m e  w a y s ,  w a t c h i n g 
yasinsky’s  films, we are left as 
helplessly passive viewers. yet as 
we sit there, seeing each uneasy 
moment pass, we begin to realize 
marie and balthazar’s struggle. 
We empathize with their pain 
and suffering ,  and instead of 
wallowing in our passivity, we see 
the need to convert that energ y 
into agency.
Yasinsky’s “I Choose Dark-
ness” will be on display in Olin 
Art Gallery through Oct. 31.
Wesley Keyser
One of the still images from Karen yasinsky’s “I Choose Darkness.”
power relationships (like good/
e vil  or  black/white)  and why 
agency may be lost.
In the film I Choose Darkness, 
we become aware that the work is 
absent of narration. However, in 
various scenes, we see that both 
marie (and balthazar) are beaten 
by marie’s male lover. We have 
no exact  idea why something 
so horrific would happen, but 
we can discern 
from the situa-
tion that ma-
ri e  i s  qu i c kl y 
b e c o m i n g  e s -
tr a ng e d  f ro m 
t h e  r e l a t i o n -
ship she once 
could re ly  on 
for safety, com-
for t ,  p lea sure  and happiness . 
On the macro level, the binary 
relationship that yasinsky probes 
is, unfortunately, all too real. by 
personalizing the power relation-
ship between man and woman 
throug h marie and balthazar, 
viewers may better internalize all 
that is occurring.
Writing about the topic of 
“Othering ,” especially in regards 
to sexuality, is not an easy task for 
anyone. the issue is contentious, 
as it becomes a back-and-forth 
afroman Falls From the b-List, Finds Himself at Kenyon College
by JameS DennIn
Staff Writer
For those who are familiar 
with afroman — and to be familiar, 
memorization of at least one verse 
of “Colt 45” is assumed — then the 
name is likely synonymous with any 
number of vivid memories. Whether 
you heard his name while watching 
your first uncensored music video 
— or more likely, enjoying your first 
joint — his music is undoubtedly 
tied to some sort of nostalgia. It was 
perhaps that longing for yesteryear 
that drove such a large crowd to 
Gund Commons on Friday night, 
Oct. 23.
maybe it was that these songs 
were released in the early 2000s 
or maybe it was the design of the 
ballroom, but the setting — coupled 
with the pleasant aromas of youthful 
inebriation — gave the concert the 
air of a smoked-out bar mitzvah. 
Like in our middle school years, we 
listened uncomfortably as the star of 
the hour tried unsuccessfully to hit 
the high notes, impatient for the ar-
rival of our pay-off — the after party. 
afroman did, however, provide a 
certain level of novelty that is hard 
to forget.
Whether it was the sheer nature 
of his music, the stagehands sporting 
“hand-rolled cigarettes” or his eyes, 
which were redder than those of an 
extra in an anti-drug commercial, 
every second of his act was deeply 
embedded in the irony of a former 
rap star reduced to playing college 
campuses for his drug money. It’s 
not that afroman is without talent 
— on the contrary, throughout the 
night he demonstrated himself capa-
ble of writing some tuneful melodies 
and playing a serviceable lead guitar 
— it’s that for afroman, the music 
has always come second.
The California native, formerly 
a football prodigy who disappointed 
national Football League scouts 
when he broke every bone and tore 
every muscle in his shoulder, turned 
to rap as a fallback. He worked for 
some time as an airline baggage 
attendant and promoted his music 
using napster and other ancestors 
of contemporary file-sharing. It 
wasn’t until Kevin Smith tapped 
him for the film Jay and Silent Bob 
Strike Back that his name became 
synonymous with the ganja-related 
counterculture of the late ’90s. He 
reached the pinnacle of his success 
in 2002, when his most famous 
single, “because I Got High,” was 
nominated for a Grammy.
throughout the night, afro-
man demonstrated that while he 
has begun to descend from stardom, 
he is still capable of delivering some 
of the goods.  His newer songs are 
mediocre, as are his rhymes (“In the 
hood/we act so bad/ but we feel 
so good”). There is still something 
exhilarating in listening to his two 
big hits, however. They have retained 
the catchiness and the delightful 
naughtiness that once made them so 
memorable, and afroman is in pos-
session of a persona that will always 
be exciting to watch, at least until the 
drugs wear off.
[Yasinsky’s] work 
becomes an explo-
ration of  the ab-
sence of  agency and 
what may cause it.
Afroman displays some fancy fretwork at his concert in Gund Ballroom.
JehAn sAnDhu
The Kenyon Collegian The Kenyon CollegianThursday, October 29, 2009Thursday, October 29, 2009Arts Arts10 11
by HannaH SHapiro
Staff Writer
—Miles Purinton
PREPARE TO BE SPOOKED FOR ... HALLOWEEN WEEK! 
Friday, Oct. 30 — The Exorcist
one of the most recognizable scary movies of all time, The Exorcist helped usher in the ever-popular genre of 
possessed-child horror movies. The effects, such as the famous spinning head and “spiderwalk” scenes, were ground-
breaking at the time. it is easy to forget how impressive they were given the many parodies of this film that have 
emerged since then. The Exorcist was nominated for ten academy awards in 1973, including best picture (losing 
out to the paul newman film The Sting). a perfect and terrifying way to usher in Halloween. 
Saturday, Oct. 31  — Psycho
Some consider Psycho to be master of horror alfred Hitchcock’s best work; certainly it remains one of the 
creepiest films ever made. Few movie scenes are as recognizable as the famous “shower scene,” and the bates Motel 
is undoubtedly the best-known fictional hotel in existence. The eerie anthony perkins steals the movie as the meek 
norman bates, whom the american Film institute names as the second-best villain of all time (losing out to another 
anthony — anthony Hopkins as Hannibal Lecter.) if you’re interested in seeing a piece of true cinematic art or 
just want to be spooked this Halloween, this screening cannot be missed. 
So, if you dare, come join us at the KaC Theater at 7:30 p.m. this Friday and Saturday to view these spooky 
and wonderful films. Screenings are open to everyone, and completely free.
KFS preview
Energy drinks, dating services, 
Vikings, fraternities, Vaseline and 
drunk-dialing: the Kenyon Filmmak-
ers’ youTube Challenge short films 
include (and make fun of ) all these 
subjects and more.
Last Friday, oct. 24, the club 
showed these films to a packed house 
at Ganter-price Hall amidst plenty of 
applause and 
laughter.
n i n e 
out of ten of 
these student-
directed films 
were shot and 
developed on 
campus with 
creative input, 
equipment, 
production 
and editing 
provided by 
the knowl-
e d g e a b l e 
KFM officers 
and produc-
ers.
“ T h e 
point of this 
film festival 
was to g et 
new people 
i n v o l v e d ,” 
K F M  C o -
president Carl 
Kriss ’10 said. 
“The size of 
our club has grown to beyond what we 
could have imagined.”The films began 
as story ideas students presented to the 
club officers. The directors were then 
assigned a KFM producer and given 
equipment. Shooting took one to two 
days; editing took two.
“We give most of the control to 
the director,” Kriss said.
These directors include several 
first-year students who have impressed 
KFM’s leaders.
“There’s a ton of raw talent at 
Kenyon with storytelling and filming,” 
Co-president Jean Mougin ’10 said.
one short film, “Drunk Transla-
tor,” was directed by nick nazmi ’13 
and produced by Kelly anderson ’12. 
First years Will Seaton and Josh Hen-
derson-Cox and sophomore Meredith 
Tyma acted out a telephone operator 
who “translates” drunken phone calls 
between a drunk guy and his unsus-
pecting ex-girlfriend.
in “Kenyon biker,” a collaborative 
endeavor of KFM officers Mougin, 
Kriss and nick Loud ’11, the camera 
shoots from the point of view of an un-
seen cyclist biking through campus and 
down to the Kenyon athletic Center. 
The film includes plenty of humor, as 
the cyclist ends up disrupting athletic 
games and falling down, but the ride 
provides a unique way of presenting 
the beauty of Gambier.
“i think KFM is on firm footing,” 
said associate professor of Drama and 
KFM advisor Jon Tazewell ’84. “They 
have strong leadership and really creative 
ideas.  it’s a great outlet for independent 
filmmakers outside of the classroom.”
on Dec. 11, KFM will hold a 
short film festival, and four alumni who 
are now in the entertainment industry 
will act as judges.
KFM has more films in develop-
ment and hopes more students will get 
involved. its members are also planning 
a full-length 
s c r e e n p l a y 
contest, with 
assistant pro-
fessor of Dra-
ma ben Vic-
cellio acting as 
a producer.
“in talk-
ing to them, i 
can report that 
the KFMers 
seem very pas-
sionate, very 
driven and, 
thus far, suf-
ficiently orga-
nized,” Viccel-
lio said.
accord-
ing to the of-
ficers, when 
KFM began 
two years ago 
the organiza-
tion had little 
e quipment , 
b u t  t o d a y 
it runs like a 
production company.
“i can’t provide the equipment 
and support needed for all of these 
filmmakers, so i hope the College, 
through Student activities and Stu-
dent Council, will continue to increase 
their support of KFM,” Tazewell said. 
“Some might say that trying to 
shoot a feature is a bit imprudent, but 
this is college,” Viccellio said. “This is 
the place to aim high, take some big 
risks.  if not now, when?” 
KFM ‘youTube Challenge’ a Success
MiLicA PETROvic
Equipment set up for  KFM’s “YouTube challenge” film screening.
Wild Things, You 
Make My Heart Sing
by JaMES pLunKETT
Staff Writer
upon my third viewing of 
Where The Wild Things Are, i had 
a sudden epiphany. i realized that 
i, me, you, her, he, us, them, all of 
us together are the wild things; 
we are Max, and we are constantly 
sailing away and back home again. 
This film illustrates that love has 
no definition and can only be 
described by its sheer beauty. i 
can assure you that no attempts 
at reasoning out one definitive 
messag e from this  movie wil l 
be fruitful. i do not know very 
much about film, but i do know 
that, like a good piece of art, the 
point of this movie is subjective. 
Whether it be the Wild rumpus, 
the desire to build a perfect world 
or the look of Max’s mother at the 
close of the film that provokes it, 
the feeling you will have when 
you leave the theater will leave 
you in a daze. 
at first i tried to intellectu-
alize the movie, like any college 
student would. it was wonderful 
to notice that, 
not only did the 
wild things rep-
resent a broken 
family not un-
like Max’s, but 
each character 
also fits an ex-
t r e m e  a r c h e -
typal figure that Max held inside 
himself. i noticed both how Max’s 
s ister  looks exactly l ike K .W. 
and the way Carol switches roles 
from a father figure to a monster 
to Max himself. i pondered the 
poignancy of such lines as, “There 
is no such thing as King.” The 
myriad details are important, of 
course, and they emphasize the 
power of the movie as a whole. as 
i sat there in the theater for the 
third time, trying to figure out 
another slight nuance, however, 
i suddenly had to stop myself. 
What is the point in trying to 
figure everything out as if i am 
some kind of sleuth to the mind 
of Spike Jonze himself ? This is 
not a movie to figure out, to solve 
or even to think about. This is a 
film that should be allowed to 
soak into the unconscious sys-
tems of the soul. This is a film 
that can only be embraced, not 
analyzed by the viewer. Do not 
fight it or try to comprehend it, 
because the part of you that is 
nine years old and doesn’t want 
anything more than the sun to 
stay alive already understands. 
The film is about the part of you 
that wants to smash in the walls 
when divorce silences hope, like 
a sudden fissure into the love of 
family. it is about the part of you 
that just wants to make something 
beautiful, the part that is tired 
of all the complexities of adult-
hood. it is about voicing the be-
ing within us all that desperately 
wants to express itself but thinks 
it knows better.
i believe in this movie be-
cause it makes people want to feel 
beautiful. it makes them want to 
sleep in a real pile, to hug their 
mother even just once in the most 
blatant truth of love. i sat there as 
the movie ended and my friend 
turned to simply say, “That was 
so beautiful.” i walked out in the 
parking lot as the mystic autumn 
wind blew our hair about and 
heard someone whisper, “i just 
want to be two years old again.” 
and then i stood in the lobby dur-
ing Family Weekend as my mom 
embraced me, softly speaking with 
a tone of utter peace: “Everyone 
needs to see that movie.” 
you may say this is over the 
top and i may very well agree with 
you. you may say that there have 
been much better movies and 
that i am merely buying into the 
newest clichéd hipster icon, and 
i might agree with you. Maybe i 
care about this too much, maybe 
i am making more of it than it re-
ally is, but i do 
not think Max 
w o u l d  t h i n k 
so.  i  th ink he 
would want me 
t o  s h o u t  u n -
t i l  m y  t h r o a t 
wa s  h o a r s e  a s 
soundtrack per-
formers Karen o and the Kids 
sing “all is Love,” and there isn’t 
much more to it than that. i think 
he would urge me to start a dirt 
clod war to try to solve the intrin-
sic problems of my life. i think he 
would want me to tell you that 
at the heart of every world is a 
perfect fort, and it doesn’t have 
to be much more complicated 
than that.
in the end it is not about si-
lencing your fears or your anger, but 
about letting go of them altogether. 
it  is  about making something 
better, even if it is only due to a 
different image of the same story 
you began with. So no matter your 
reservations about seeing this film 
or your bafflement at my apparent 
passion for it, i would urge you to 
watch it, and if you already have, 
then see it again. There is no pos-
sible way that i could describe to 
you exactly why to do so. but i can 
tell you that the smile on my face 
after each viewing was an outward 
expression of an extremely signifi-
cant joy echoing from some part of 
myself that hadn’t been represented 
in a long time. if this does not sell 
you, then my last point would be 
that Max, like all of us, just wants to 
know how to make everyone okay. 
and i can promise you that there is 
nothing wrong with staring at your 
mother’s face as she falls asleep at 
the kitchen table after a long day 
and finally realizing just what that 
means.
This is a film that 
should be allowed 
to soak into the un-
conscious systems 
of  the soul.
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Men’s Soccer
Saturday, Oct. 31 at 3:00 PM
Kenyon hosts Earlham 
Volleyball
Saturday, Oct. 31 at 2:00 PM
Kenyon hosts Oberlin and Ursuline
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Kenyon Places Second at NCAC Relays
Th e  L ord s  f o o tb a l l  te am 
took on the Allegheny College 
Gators last Saturday, Oct. 22, in 
a game that was crucial to both 
teams’ prospects of winning the 
North Coast Athletic Conference 
(NCAC) title. The Lords’ defense 
allowed Kenyon to be competitive 
from start to finish, but critical 
errors by the Lords’ offense and 
special teams proved too costly, 
and the Gators ultimately won 
21-18.
The Gators struck when Al-
legheny quarterback T.J. Salopek 
completed an eight-yard touch-
down pass to wide receiver Jake 
Vite to finish off an eight-play, 
58-yard drive fewer than five min-
utes into the first half. Kenyon’s 
defense responded appropriately 
to Alleg heny ’s 
early offensive 
success, though. 
The Lords’ de-
f e n s i v e  u n i t 
held the Gators 
in check for the 
rest of the first 
quarter and even 
forced a fumble 
in Allegheny territor y that led 
to a 26-yard field goal by Lords’ 
kicker and wide receiver Harry 
von Kann ’10.
The second quarter was al-
most identical to the first. Allegh-
eny increased its lead to 11 points 
when Salopek threw an eight-yard 
touchdown strike  to  re c e iver 
Terry Hartford. Kenyon’s defense 
toughened up and thwarted the 
Gators’ offense for the rest of the 
half, but the Gators’ defense gave 
the Lords fits. Allegheny’s defense 
intercepted passes from Kenyon 
quarterback Mike Hermanson 
’10 on two separate occasions, 
preventing the Lords from scoring 
until right before the half, when 
a drive initiated by an intercep-
tion by Francisco Morales ’11 
led to a 31-yard field goal by von 
Kann to bring the score to 14-6 
at halftime.
After the half, Kenyon’s de-
fense continued to play at the 
highest level. The Lords held the 
Gators to 47 yards in the third 
quarter and prevented them from 
s c o r ing .  Me a nw h i l e ,  Keny o n 
closed the gap to two points with a 
little bit of trickery. After driving 
down the field 42 yards, the Lords 
employed the “Wildcat” forma-
tion, in which the running back 
serves as the quarterback, when 
they were on the Gators’ two -
yard line. Kenyon’s unorthodox 
strateg y worked, as running back 
Kyle Toot ’10 tossed a touchdown 
to defensive l ineman Brandon 
By NATE OLdACH
Staff Writer
Gators Chomp 
Lords’ Title Hopes
The Lords and Ladies swim-
ming teams kicked off  their 
seasons this past Saturday, Oct. 
24, by hosting the North Coast 
Athletic Conference Relays. “We 
knew going in that we would be 
up against a strong team from 
Denison, but more than anything, 
it fueled the team to swim faster,” 
swimmer Alisa Vereshchagin 
’12 said.  Although the Lords 
and Ladies relished the chal-
lenge, they could not come up 
with a performance worthy of  
outmatching Denison and were 
forced to settle for second place 
overall.
Both the Lords and Ladies 
came out strong in the 200-yard 
medley relay, with first and sec-
ond place finishes respectively. 
But from then on it was a tug 
of  war with Denison all day, 
trading first and second place 
finishes in almost every event. 
Halfway through the day, the 
Lords found themselves neck-
and-neck with Denison, while the 
Ladies trailed by 30 points. But 
the resilient Ladies began a fero-
cious comeback when the team 
of  Dominique Chevalier ’12, 
Vereshchagin and Kiersten Bell 
’13 won the 1,500-yard freestyle 
relay and set a new meet record 
time of  15:26.04. Then lightning 
struck twice as the Ladies team of  
Vereshchagin, Lauren Brady ’11, 
Kellyn Caldwell ’12 and Anna 
Connolly ’13 took the 400-yard 
individual medley relay for a sec-
ond meet record of  4:04:10.  
Meanwhile, the Lords, not 
wanting to miss out on rewrit-
ing history, set three new marks. 
In the 200-yard medley Michael 
Mpitsos ’11, Collin Ohning ’11, 
Nat Carruthers ’10 and Zach-
ary Turk ’12 lowered the mark 
a full second.  In the 200-yard 
breaststroke Ohning teamed up 
with Blair Withington ’10, Lars 
Matkin ’12 and David Lazarus 
’10 to lower the record by 1.3 
seconds. For their record-break-
ing performance, the Lords saw 
Ohning, Mpitsos and Turk join 
up with David Somers ’12 to best 
the previous 200-yard freestyle 
record by 1.5 seconds. Alas, these 
historic efforts could not over-
come Kenyon’s lack of  a diving 
team; both the Lords and Ladies 
finished second behind the Deni-
son University Big Red.  
“I thought that the meet 
went very well for the Ladies 
this weekend,” Vereshchagin 
said. “We had a lot of  outstand-
ing performances. The positive 
energy that some people on this 
Swimmers leap into the pool at the NCAC Relays last Saturday, Oct. 24. AtheNe COOk
By MARK MOTHERAL
Sports Editor
Ventling ’11. The Lords attempted 
to tie the score at 14 with a two-
point conversion, but their at-
tempt was unsuccessful. Kenyon 
missed another opportunity to 
take the lead in the third quarter, 
when von Kann missed a 26-yard 
field goal. “Harry [von Kann] just 
missed the kick … the snap was 
good, and so was the hold,” Head 
Coach Ted Stanley sa id.   “ We 
still have all the confidence in the 
world in Harry [von Kann]. He is 
a very good player.” Stanley went 
on to explain that von Kann’s kick 
did not affect the game’s outcome. 
“Instead of kicking field goals, we 
should have been scoring touch-
downs,” Stanley said.
Early in the fourth quarter, 
Hermanson threw an interception 
that was returned 16 yards for a 
touchdown, making the score 21-
12 with about 12 minutes remain-
ing .  Accord-
ing to Stanley, 
“ Mike  [Her-
manson] made 
a bad read on 
the  p ick-s ix .
His three in-
t e r c e p t i o n s 
were critical.” 
K e n y o n  w a s 
much more successful on the fol-
lowing drive, when Toot exploded 
for a 43-yard rush and eventually 
ran for a touchdown out of the 
“ Wildcat” formation to tighten 
the game once more. Although 
the Lords were down by three 
points even after Toot’s score, the 
inspired play of their defense com-
pletely shut down the Gators and 
gave their offense multiple chances 
to take the lead. Crucial errors by 
Kenyon’s offense, including penal-
ties and dropped passes, kept the 
score from changing, however, and 
the Gators escaped from Gambier 
with a victory.
The Lords (3-2 NCAC, 3-5 
overall) will travel to Richmond, 
Ind., this Saturday, Oct. 31, to take 
on the Earlham College Quakers. 
Stanley described the Quakers 
as “a team still searching for an 
offensive identity. … Earlham’s 
quarterback is still dealing with 
learning the offense,”  he sa id . 
“[The Quakers] are very big and 
physical up-front. They also have 
ski l le d  re c e ivers  and r unn ing 
backs.”
Stan le y  sa id  that  b e cause 
this is Earlham’s last year in the 
NCAC, he would like to see his 
team end its  h istor y  with the 
Quakers in a winning fashion. 
“We were beaten by Earlham last 
year, and we would like to rectify 
that wrong ,” Stanley said. “This is 
a game we need to have. … It gives 
us an opportunity to finish 5-2 in 
conference play.”
team possess really impacts oth-
ers. There are swimmers who will 
lead their lane every day, regard-
less of  the set. They will never 
miss a practice. It is inspirational 
to see how selfless they are in 
their commitment to the team and 
how willingly they support their 
teammates.”  
When asked about the team’s 
progress and the impact of  the 
first-year class, she responded: 
“The freshmen that we have on 
the team have adapted so well 
that it feels like they have been 
here for as long as the rest of  
the team. We lost a great senior 
class, but the freshmen are so 
versatile, ambitious and talented 
that the four of  them can cover 
the entire range of  NCAA events. 
I think that they are going to be a 
fundamental part of  the team this 
year and will contribute a great 
deal to the relays. Although we do 
not have the strength in numbers 
this year, we are certainly not 
lacking in talent. We have many 
returning national level swimmers 
and we are all a strong group of  
competitors.”  
This bodes well, as the Lords 
and Ladies wil l  next take on 
Division I foe The Ohio State 
University this weekend, the next 
step toward another national 
championship.
“Instead of  kicking field 
goals, we should have 
been scoring touch-
downs.”
Harry von Kann ’10 is un-
doubtedly Kenyon football’s best 
player,  i f  not the best  athlete 
on campus. As a wide receiver, 
von Kann has garnered special 
recognition for his play since his 
first year, when he was given an 
Honorable Mention for the All-
North Coast Atlantic Conference 
(NCAC) team. More recently, he 
was First Team All-NCAC as both 
a wide receiver and a kick returner 
his junior year, and a pre-season 
All-American this year. He also 
has been scouted by a majority of 
National Football League teams, 
meaning he may have what it takes 
to play football at the highest level 
By MARK MOTHERAL
Sports Editor
von Kann: Not Just an Athlete
possible. 
despite his immense talent in 
football, von 
K a nn  s a y s , 
“Academics 
come first.” 
A  p s y c h o l-
o g y  m a j o r, 
v o n  K a n n 
plans to take 
at least one 
year  off  af-
ter graduat-
ing to ser ve 
in either the 
Peace Corps 
o r  A m e r i -
C o r p s .  He 
then hopes to attend graduate 
school. As for getting the oppor-
tunity to play in the NFL, von 
Kann will keep an open mind, but 
has more pressing matters for the 
time b eing . 
“I’ll see how 
it develops,” 
v o n  K a n n 
said. “If I get 
g o o d  f e e d -
b a c k  f r o m 
t h e  s c o u t s , 
I  may go to 
Ohio State’s 
p r o  d a y  o r 
a  r e g i o n a l 
combine and 
get my name 
o u t  t h e r e . 
But I ’m not 
relying on a chance to play in the 
NFL. I ’m more worried about 
comps.”
MARk MOtheRAl
-Ted Stanley
